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UNCLAS LONDON 01625 

USEEC 

US OECD ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. LL652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, UK, TECH 

SUBJECT: BRITISH REACTOR CHOICE 

REF: LONDON L383 

1 . WITH APPROVAL FOR THE ORDERING OF TWO ADVANCED GAS- 
COOLED REACTORS (AGR) NOW FINAL (REFTEL), LOCAL ATTENTION 
HAS FOCUSSED ON THE EXTENT OF COMMITMENT TO A FUTURE 
PRESSURIZED WATER REACTOR (PWR) ORDER. 

2. THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT APPEARS TO SAY A PWR CAN 
BE ORDERED, NOT BEFORE 1982, PROVIDED ALL NECESSARY 
SAFETY AND OTHER CLEARANCES ARE OBTAINED: 

QUOTE. THE GOVERNMENT ALSO CONSIDER, HAVING 
REGARD TO THE IMPORTANCE OF NUCLEAR POWER AND PRESENT 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE DIFFERENT SYSTEMS, THAT THE UK'S THERMAL 
REACTOR STRATEGY SHOULD NOT AT THIS STAGE BE DEPENDENT 
UPON AN EXCLUSIVE COMMITMENT TO ANY ONE REACTOR SYSTEM, 

AND THAT IN ADDITION TO THE AGR WE MUST DEVELOP THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LONDON 01625 301800Z 

OPTION OF ADOPTING THE PWR SYSTEM IN THE EARLY 1980S. 

THIS VIEW IS ALSO SUPPORTED BY THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY 
INDUSTRY. 

THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INDUSTRY HAVE INDICATED 
THAT, TO ESTABLISH THE PWR AS A VALID OPTION, THEY WISH 
TO DECLARE AN INTENTION THAT, PROVIDED DESIGN WORK IS 
SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED AND ALL NECESSARY GOVERNMENT AND 
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OTHER CONSENTS AND SAFETY CLEARANCES HAVE BEEN OBTAINED' 
THEY WILL ORDER A PWR STATION. THEY DO NOT CONSIDER THAT 
A START ON SITE COULD BE MADE BEFORE 1982. THIS 
INTENTION, WHICH DOES NOT CALL FOR AN IMMEDIATE ORDER OR 
A LETTER OF INTENT AT THE PRESENT TIME, IS ENDORSED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

ALL FUTURE ORDERS BEYOND THOSE WHICH I HAVE 
INDICATED TODAY WILL BE A MATTER FOR DECISION AT THE 
APPROPRIATE TIME. OUR AIM IS TO ESTABLISH A FLEXIBLE 
STRATEGY FOR THE UK NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAMME IN THE LIGHT 
OF DEVELOPING CIRCUMSTANCES. WE BELIEVE THAT THESE 
DECISIONS WILL DO SO. END QUOTE. 

3. WHEN QUESTIONED IN PARLIAMENT WHETHER THE ENTIRE 
PWR-AGR DEBATE MUST BE REPEATED IN FOUR YEARS, ENERGY 
SECRETARY BENN MERELY REFERRED INQUIRIES TO THE ABOVE 
ANNOUNCEMENT, WHICH HE SAID HAD BEEN VERY CAREFULLY 
WORDED. IN A LATER PRESS CONFERENCE, HOWEVER, BENN SAID 
THE PWR WAS COVERED BY THE "FUTURE ORDERS” PART OF THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT. THUS, BENN HAS BOTH "ENDORSED THE INTENT" 
OF THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INDUSTRY TO ORDER A PWR AND 
LEFT IT "AS A MATTER FOR DECISION AT THE APPROPRIATE 
TIME." 

BREWSTER 
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